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Editorial 


Alternatives for the 1990s 


Saul H. Mendlovitz, 
Yoshikazu Sakamoto, Dhirubhai Sheth, 
and R. B. J. Walker 


s we enter the last decade of the twentieth century, political events 

have been moving with extraordinary rapidity. Transformations in 
Europe, both East and West, have been the most dramatic expression 
of contemporary fluidities, but they in turn cannot be understood 
apart from more fundamental alterations in the structures of global 
geopolitics and the accelerations of an increasingly integrated world 
economy. Some have been tempted to interpret these events in famil- 
ilar categories. They have applauded the long-delayed “end of ideology” 
or the apparent victory of capitalism and modernity over socialism and 
tradition. More sanguine observers, however, have suggested that re- 
cent events merely reinforce suspicions that familiar categories do not 
always offer the best interpretation of what is going on. 

Since its founding in 1974, Alternatives has sought to challenge 
many of the assumptions that, under conditions of Cold War and pax 
americana, have long seemed so persuasive, but that have now come 
under increasingly sustained criticism. At a time when attention to the 
demands of state power was thought to constitute the essence of “real- 
ism,” Alternatives has been more interested in evidence of shifts toward 
more global structures and loyalties. At the same time, it has refused 
the temptation of uncritically accepting these shifts at the expense of 
more local identities and sensibilities. At a time when sequential stages 
of economic growth were thought to constitute the essence of “devel- 
opment,” Alternatives has been more interested in claims that social 
and economic life might be more appropriately organized in relation 
to human needs and ecological sustainability. At a ttme when ideas 
about legitimate knowledge were dominated by positivistic accounts of 
science and the separation of facts from values, Alternatives has under- 
lined the importance of normative theory and even utopian specu- 
lation. And at a time when the analysis of world affairs was conducted 
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almost entirely within the cultural horizons of Europe and North 
America, Alternatives has sought to encourage dialog with other 
cultural traditions around the world. Indeed, Alternatives has been con- 
cerned with the extent to which local action can guide global change. 

Many of these challenges have themselves entered into mainstream 
thinking and have begun to inform interpretations of recent events. 
Claims about the autonomy of states have begun to sound distinctly 
quaint. Ecological considerations have begun to have some impact on 
a broad political constituency. Appeals to scientific knowledge have lost 
some of their glamor as claims about critical theory, ethics, and various 
forms of postmodern philosophy have challenged positivistic stereo- 
types. Ethnocentrism may be still deeply ingrained, but cultural chau- 
vinism seems increasingly difficult to sustain. 

In looking forward as editors of Alternatives, we are encouraged 
both by some of the openings and opportunities suggested by recent 
events and by the extent to which many of the ideas that have found 
expression in the pages of this journal have begun to have an impact 
on contemporary debate and political practice. We are also convinced 
that Alternatives can provide an important forum in which emerging 
ideas about the character and potential of contemporary transfor- 
mations can be both extended and, in turn, challenged. 

We therefore continue to seek contributions that further our 
understanding of the global context of human affairs and how it may 
be possible to construct more appropriate forms of security and less 
exploitative forms of development. We are especially interested in con- 
tributions that explore how emerging global structures are generating 
new political identities and demands for more effective democratic 
participation in the processes that affect people’s lives. For, whatever 
novelties there may be at the level of global geopolitics or the world 
economy, struggles around states, cultures, ethnicities, genders, and 
ecologies continue. We seek contributions that report on local strug- 
gles and popular movements and that interpret their domestic as well 
as global impact. We would therefore like to encourage analyses that 
seek to understand the significance of, say, feminism or environmen- 
talism, neighborhood activism or global constitutionalism, nationalism 
or the revitalization of civil society, in the context of broader geo- 
political and economic processes. Contributions that are conscious of 
the need for theoretical innovation in a world of disconcerting change, 
but that remain readily accessible to a general and politically active 
audience, are also especially encouraged. 
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